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Research in the area of molecule-based magnets is rapidly
expanding, owing, in part, to numerous breakthroughs in the
past decade.[1] The preparation of solid-state architectures of
varying dimensionalities from specifically tailored paramag-
netic building blocks has proven to be very successful, and
also clearly multidisciplinary. Materials science and supra-
molecular chemistry efforts have joined forces with classical
organic and inorganic chemistry in the design of solid-state
materials whose magnetic properties rival, and sometimes
even exceed, those of classic inorganic solids.[2] The molecule-
based strategy allows for the preparation of unusual materials
that cannot otherwise be obtained, for example, materials that
combine two or more physical properties in the same
compound[3] or molecules with magnetic bistability.[4] The
solid-state structures of the majority of molecule-based
magnetic materials consist of extended networks of para-
magnetic metal ions held in close proximity by bridging
ligands that allow for magnetic exchange. The dimensionality
of the system dictates the overall magnetic properties and can
be controlled by the use of capping ligands[5] or templating
counterions.[6]

Unfortunately, few ligands are capable of mediating
sufficiently strong magnetic interactions between metal ions
such that bulk magnetic ordering can occur. Apart from
monoatomic ligands (such as oxide or halide bridges), the
most effective bridging groups with respect to magnetic
exchange interactions are cyanide,[7] dicyanamide,[8] and
oxalate.[9] Common features of these ligands are that they
contain only a small number of atoms, and that they offer a p
as well as a s pathway for magnetic superexchange inter-
actions. Organic radicals have also been successfully applied
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to the preparation of molecular magnets, with two of the best
examples being families of metal–organic magnets based on
TCNE and TCNQ.[10,11]

In our quest for new ligands to use as building blocks for
new molecule-based magnets with new types of structural

features, we discovered that 2,2’-biben-
zimidazole (H2bbiz, see structure) is
capable of assembling homometallic
structures that order ferromagnetically.
This ligand and the related molecule
2,2’-biimidazole present multiple nitro-

gen-donor sites with the possibility of reversible protonation
and deprotonation,[12] properties that have been capitalized
upon in supramolecular chemistry for the preparation of
multidimensional hydrogen-bonded networks.[13] The H2bbiz
molecule has also been used for the preparation of mono-
nuclear,[14] dinuclear[15] and cyclic molecules[16] of second- and
third-row metals with interesting photophysical properties,
and in the preparation of models for bioinorganic systems.[17]

Of more relevance to the present topic, we note that magnetic
data for paramagnetic compounds of these ligands is limited
to reports of a weakly antiferromagnetically coupled Ni
dimer[18] and a poorly characterized magnet based on the bbiz
ligand.[16a] Herein we present the synthesis, structural deter-
mination, and magnetic properties of a new molecule-based
magnet based on CoII ions and the [Hbbiz]� ligand.
The solvothermal reaction of CoCl2·xH2O with H2bbiz

and KOH in a toluene/methanol mixture at 110 8C yields dark
green single crystals of the title compound after several days.
The structure of {Co3Cl4(H2O)2[Co(Hbbiz)3]2·3C7H8·9 -
CH3OH}¥, (1)[19] consists of neutral 2D layers (Figure 1)
composed of octahedral units of [CoII(Hbbiz)3]� bridged by
tetrahedral CoII ions that are bound to the deprotonated
N atoms of independent Hbbiz� ligands; Cl� ions and water
molecules complete the coordination sphere. The
[CoII(Hbbiz)3]� moieties are in an octahedral environment
with angles that deviate slightly from the ideal 908 (� 838 for

the bite angle of the bibenzimidazole ligands) and regular
Co�N bond lengths (1.92–1.95 A). There are two crystallo-
graphically different tetrahedral sites, although the coordina-
tion environments for both sites are nearly identical, with two
Cl� ions and one water molecule being disordered over the
three crystallographically unique positions. The tetrahedral
sites clearly deviate from a regular tetrahedron as indicated
by the different bond lengths observed for Co�N (2.01–
2.03 A) and the average Co�Cl/O separations (2.25–2.27 A).
The Cl� ions and water molecules participate in hydrogen
bonding to the remaining protons of the Hbbiz� molecules
(Cl/O�N= 3.06 A). The overall neutral framework consists of
twelve-membered rings of alternating tetrahedral and octa-
hedral CoII ions, thereby creating an extended honeycomb
hexagonal lattice. The three-atom bridge between metal
centers leads to a short metal–metal separation of 5.79(2) A.
Each layer is chiral, with all octahedral sites maintaining

the same chirality, namely D or L. The overall structure is
achiral, however, with alternating layers being of opposite
chirality. The layers are offset from one other (Figure 2) in
such a way that the phenyl rings point to the interstices of the
cavities created by the interlocked rings in adjacent layers
(� 18 A diameter).
Magnetic susceptibility measurements carried out on 5 mg

of crushed single crystals of {[Co3Cl4(H2O)2[Co(Hb-
biz)3]2·3C7H8·9CH3OH}¥ with an applied field of 1000 G
revealed a room temperature cmT value of 14.2 emuKmol�1

(see Supporting Information). This value is higher than the

Figure 1. Top view of the 2D structure of the title compound
{[Co3Cl4(H2O)2[Co(Hbbiz)3]2}¥.

Figure 2. Top and side views of alternating layers in the title com-
pound {[Co3Cl4(H2O)2[Co(Hbbiz)3]2}¥ showing the registry between
layers.
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expected spin-only value, in accordance with the well-
documented orbital contribution of octahedral CoII ions.
Upon lowering the temperature, cmT decreases, a feature that
can be attributed to the spin–orbit coupling of the octahedral
CoII sites. The cmT value reaches a minimum at 42 K
(11.8 emuKmol�1) and then rapidly increases to a maximum
of 19.2 emuKmol�1 at 7.5 K. These features correspond to an
abrupt increase in cm around 15 K, which is an indication of
the onset of magnetic ordering. Indeed, the AC magnetic
susceptibility data (Figure 3) confirm the presence of net

magnetization, as the data show a peak in both the cm’ (in-
phase) and cm’’ (out-of-phase) signals below a Tc= 9.0 K (Tc=
Curie temperature). The position of the maxima shows
negligible frequency dependence over the range 1–1000 Hz.
At very low temperatures cm’ undergoes a slight increase
which could be because of the presence of a paramagnetic
contribution arising from defects in the crystal structure.
The magnetization of the sample at 2 K increases rapidly

at low fields, with no saturation observed up to 5 T. The
maximum value observed of 11.3 mB is lower that the expected
value for a ferromagnetic ground state (~ 15 mB). The com-
pound exhibits a hysteresis loop at 2 K (Figure 4) with a small
coercive field of 155 G. These data do not allow for a precise
understanding of the nature of the magnetic ordering. Based
on the occupancy of the magnetic orbitals, it is reasonable to
expect ferromagnetic superexchange to occur. The tetrahe-
dral CoII cations contain three unpaired electrons in the t2
levels whereas the octahedral CoII cations have one unpaired
electron in a t2g orbital set and two unpaired electrons in the eg
symmetry orbitals. The orthogonality of the t2 and eg orbitals
is expected to favor ferromagnetic interactions, and, indeed,
this pathway was found to dominate in compounds containing
tetrahedral and octahedral CoII ions,[20] although this factor
depends on the relative orientation of the magnetic orbitals. If
the ordering is ferromagnetic as proposed, the low saturation
value for the magnetization is expected to be a consequence
of the magnetic anisotropy of the octahedral CoII ions in
conjunction with strong spin canting within the layers which
are noncentrosymetric. The structure of the magnet is quite

complex, a fact that leads to questions about the exact
dimensionality of the magnetic interactions in this system.
Without pathways for magnetic exchange between the layers,
the magnetic ordering could be quasi-2D.
The possibility of antiferromagnetic exchange, and ferri-

magnetic ordering, seems less plausible than ferromagnetic
interactions. In these cases, the three tetrahedral CoII ions
would align in an antiparallel fashion with the two octahedral
CoII cations. This situation would lead to very low magnet-
ization values (~ 3 mB per one net CoII atom which is far from
the 11.3 mB observed at 5 T), and the slope would also be less
steep owing to the field working against the antiferromagnetic
interactions in the solid. In any case, to determine the sign of
the magnetic exchange, either a model dimer compound or
neutron diffraction studies will be needed.
In conclusion, {[Co3Cl4(H2O)2[Co(Hbbiz)3]2}¥ is the first

molecule-based magnet of the 2,2’-bibenzimidazole ligand.
The fact that the compound contains only one type of metal
ion is important, as it represents a new strategy for preparing
a family of magnetic materials with different paramagnetic
transition metals. Preliminary data indicate that other homo-
metallic compounds exhibit magnetic ordering as well, with
critical temperatures as high as 40 K for the MnII derivative.
The possibility of fully deprotonating the ligand is being

Figure 3. AC magnetic susceptibility (c0m ; c
00
m=out-of-phase) measure-

ments for the title compound {[Co3Cl4(H2O)2[Co(Hbbiz)3]2}¥. T= tem-
perature.

Figure 4. Field dependence of the magnetization (M ; top) and hystere-
sis loop (bottom) at 2 K for the title compound {[Co3Cl4(H2O)2[Co-
(Hbbiz)3]2}¥. H=magnetic field strength.
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contemplated as a means to produce additional novel
architectures. Finally, it is noted that bimetallic networks
should also be possible to prepare with this ligand, and these
may prove to have even more interesting magnetic properties
such as higher ordering temperatures, higher remnant mag-
netization and larger coercivities.

Experimental Section
The ligand 1,10-bibenzimidazole (H2bbiz) was prepared according to
a literature procedure.[21] CoCl2·6H2O (1 g, 4.2 mmol), H2bbiz (0.09 g,
0.4 mmol) and KOH (0.2 g, 3.5 mmol) were suspended in a mixture of
methanol (30 mL) and toluene (50 mL), and placed in a sealed teflon
vessel. The suspension was heated to 1108C under autogeneous
pressure. After seven days, chunky prismatic dark green crystals of
{[Co3Cl4(H2O)2[Co(Hbbiz)3]2·3C7H8·9CH3OH}¥ (1), were removed
by filtration, washed with methanol and water, and dried in air.
Elemental analysis for C114H118Cl4Co5N24O11: calcd: C 56.19, H 4.88, N
13.80; found: C 56.12, H 4.88, N 13.83.
CCDC-191616 contains the supplementary crystallographic data

for this paper. These data can be obtained free of charge via
www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/conts/retrieving.html (or from the Cambridge
Crystallographic Data Centre, 12 Union Road, Cambridge CB21EZ,
UK; fax: (+ 44)1223-336-033; or deposit@ccdc.cam.ac.uk).
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